

RESEARCH FUND OF THE AMERICAN OTOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Inc.


FELLOWSHIP AND MEDICAL STUDENT TRAINING GRANTS
I.    PURPOSE  
The purpose of the American Otological Society (AOS) Training Grants is to foster the academic training of students and resident physicians in sciences related to the investigation of any topic related to ear disorders.  Please note that AOS Research grants and the AOS Clinical trial must be focused on the study of otosclerosis or Ménière's Disease.  This restriction does not apply to the AOS fellowship grant, the medical student training grant, or the Clinician-scientist award.  The AOS fellowship grant, the medical student training grant and the Clinician-scientist award can involve research on any topic related to ear disorders.  Appropriate areas of research include diagnosis, management and pathogenesis of these diseases, as well as underlying processes. These can involve anatomical, physiological, biochemical, pharmacological, physical, genetic, environmental, psychological, pathological or audiological investigations.  

The goal is to aid and encourage the development of young physician researchers in these areas and also in adjoining fields if, in the opinion of the Board of Trustees, there is substantial promise that the results obtained may lead to further understanding of these conditions and the continuance of research in these areas.  The applicant should describe correlations between proposed research and these clinical pathological entities.

All research must be performed in U.S. or Canadian institutions.  Applicants must be medical students, residents or fellows (not non-medical postgraduate researchers).  The fellowships will support full time research for one or two years conducted outside of Residency training.  Recipients must be relieved of all clinical duties during the fellowship period.  Applications must be accompanied by documentation from the Sponsor and Institution that facilities and faculty are appropriate for the research training requested.  

II.
POLICIES
A.
GENERAL RESPONSIBILITY
Awards are made to an Institution on behalf of the Grantee.  The Grantee Institution is obliged to administer the Research Grant Funds in general conformance with regulations and policies now in effect governing Public Health Service Grants.  The Institution, Trainee and Sponsor are responsible for disbursing Grant Funds for the purposes set forth in the grant application.  A maximum award request of a $35,000 stipend and $5,000 for supplies (plus up to 10% indirect costs) will be considered (all amounts in US dollars for Canadian Institutions).  The amount requested for the stipend must be justified based on the applicant's position and institutional norms.

B.
CONDITIONS OF SUPPORT
The Trustees of the Research Fund of the American Otological Society will consider applications for support of individual trainees (medical students, residents or fellows) under the following circumstances:

1.
The applicant has only research training obligations during the term of the fellowship.

2.
The research training will advance the applicant's knowledge and expertise in the field of otologic or related research.

Fellowship support is granted for one year but may be extended for a second year.  If an applicant wishes to extend the fellowship period for a second year, an application (including an interim progress report) must be submitted.  The second year of support is not guaranteed.  The renewal application will be evaluated along with applications that are received for a first year of support.  A fellowship period may be extended for an additional 12 months without additional funds if requested by the Grantee and approved by the Executive Secretary and the Chairman of the Research Fund of the American Otological Society.

A fellowship award may be revoked or terminated by the Board of Trustees of the Research Fund at any time within the project period if it is determined that the Grantee Institution, the Sponsor or the Trainee has failed in a material respect to comply with the terms and conditions of the grant proposal.

C.
PROJECT CHANGES  

Changes in the research training program are permissible providing these changes are consistent with the stated training goals.  Significant program changes must be approved in writing.  The Fellow's sponsor should send a letter to the Executive Secretary of the Research Fund Board of Trustees to request approval prior to implementation of the changes.

When the Sponsor or Trainee is to be absent for a period of three months or more, wishes to withdraw from the project, or to transfer to another institution, the Executive Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Research Fund should be notified immediately.  Disposition of the Fellowship will be determined on a case-by-case basis.

D.
PUBLICATION AND PUBLICITY  

Publicity regarding scientific results of a project should conform to the policies of the Grantee Institution.  Proper acknowledgment of support should be given the Research Fund of the American Otological Society, Inc., in any publication resulting from the trainee's research.  A copy of the published works should be sent to the office of the Executive Secretary along with either the Research Report or the application for a continuation of the grant.

E.
ACCOUNTING RECORDS AND AUDIT  

Accounting records for the grant should be in accord with the Grantee Institution's accounting practices.  A Year-End Report of Expenditures must be completed showing the exact nature of expenditures during the Fellowship award period. The report should be submitted within four months after the end of the fellowship period, or by October 31 of that year (see F1, below).

F.
REPORTS  

1.
A Year-End Report of Expenditures (in US dollars for Canadian Institutions) must be submitted within four months following the termination of the fellowship period.  For audit purposes and to insure financial and research accountability, this Year-End Report of Expenditures must be completed for each fellowship project period, regardless of whether the Applicant has applied for a renewal of the fellowship or requested an extension without further funding.  If this form is not submitted in a timely fashion, subsequent payment of awards to the Applicant, Sponsor and Institution may be withheld.

2.
A concise Report of Research Progress must also be submitted by the fellow within four months following the end of the Fellowship period if a continuing grant application is not made (limit report to 750 words).  If a continuation application has been submitted, it must include an interim progress report.

G.
QUALIFICATION AND CRITERIA FOR REVIEW  

A fellowship proposal will qualify for review when it involves scientific areas related to ear disorders such as anatomical, physiological, biochemical, pharmacological, physical, genetic, environmental, psychological, pathological or audiological investigations.  The application must be supported by a statement from the applicant's Sponsor indicating how the training will lead to improvement in the applicant's research skills in the scientific areas related to these two conditions.  [See Part II: SPONSOR 2.a., "Description of Goals]  Emphasis will be placed on three main components:

1.
The applicant's potential as an investigator
The applicant's qualifications and potential for a career as an otologic researcher will be assessed in terms of academic record, honors, research and/or clinical experience, publications, references, and training and career goals.

2.
The scientific merit of the proposal
The Board of Trustees of the Research Fund of the American Otological Society will take into account the significance and originality of the goals and methods of the proposed research training.  

3.
Training Potential:  Sponsor's training resources, environment and research experience  

The extent of opportunities presented by the Sponsor of the Fellowship candidate to learn research techniques and methods will be considered, as well as the degree of research experience provided and the research environment.

Each application will be considered on an individual basis.  It is the responsibility of the Applicant and the Sponsor to prepare a concisely written justification for the proposed research training.

H.
HUMAN SUBJECTS AND ANIMAL RESEARCH
If the proposed research involves human subjects or vertebrate animals at any time, and does not qualify for a recognized exemption, the project must be reviewed and approved by the appropriate Institutional Review Board (IRB) and/or Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) of the applicant institution before an award can be issued.  Any changes in the proposed work required by an IRB or IACUC to secure approval must be submitted to the American Otological Society before an AOS grant is funded.  IRB or IACUC approval is not required in order for an application to be reviewed.  Such approval is, however, helpful in the review process and should be included if it has been obtained.  IRB or IACUC approval is required before an award is made.

I:  
FORMAT.  The American Otological Society uses an NIH-like application format for this grant program.  Specifically, PHS Form 398 is used and applicants are to follow those instructions unless it is a portion of the application that we have modified. http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/phs398/phs398.html  Applications must be submitted in this format to be considered.  The Principal Investigator’s name must appear on each page. 
J:  
SIGNATURES.  The Principal Investigator (applicant), Department/Division Chairman, Mentor, and Institution Official are required to sign the original grant application.   The American Otological Society Clinician-Scientist Award is legally awarded to the institution with which the Principal Investigator is affiliated, not to the Investigator or his/her Division or Department.  For this reason, it is very important that applicants comply with their home institutions’ policies with regard to pre-submission processing of grant applications.  THIS CAN TAKE TIME, SO IT IS WISE TO PLAN AHEAD, ALLOWING ADEQUATE TIME FOR INSTITUTIONAL PROCESSING AND APPROVALS.  Applicants are advised to consult their institution’s office of research administration or sponsored projects for information on processing requirements for an application prior to its submission.

Applications must be received by January 31, 2012.  This deadline CANNOT be waived.  Please allow time to obtain necessary approvals and signatures.  Applications should be accompanied by a completed checklist affixed to the face page of the application.

Applications are reviewed by the Board of Trustees of the AOS Research Fund.  The Board of Trustees makes recommendations regarding funding to the AOS Council.  Final funding decisions are made by the AOS Council, which meets at the time of the COSM meeting typically in April or May.  Applicants are notified regarding a funding decision after the AOS Council has met.

The American Otological Society Research Fund accepts grant applications and reference letters electronically. Please prepare your application electronically with your preferred word-processor and after that convert the final document to a PDF file using Adobe Acrobat or the free Adobe Acrobat Reader.  Please submit your final application by email in the PDF format.  Reference letters may be electronically prepared and signed as PDF documents, or may be scanned as PDF documents, in order that they may be submitted as part of the grant application.  If your application is accepted, you will be required to submit the original signature documents and reference letters to the American Otological Society Administrative Office.
The grants and reference letters are to be submitted via email to Shirley Gossard, Administrator for the American Otological Society Research Fund, segossard@aol.com and to Dr. John Carey, Executive Secretary of the American Otological Society Research Fund, jcarey@jhmi.edu.  Deadline for submission is January 31, 2012, to be considered for funding the following July 1.
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