RESEARCH FUND OF THE AMERICAN OTOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Inc.

RESEARCH GRANTS
I.
PURPOSE
The purpose of the American Otological Society (AOS) Research Grants is to encourage and support academic research in sciences related to the investigation of Otosclerosis or Ménière’s Disease.  Appropriate areas of research include diagnosis, management and pathogenesis of these diseases, as well as underlying processes.  These can involve anatomical, physiological, biochemical, pharmacological, physical, genetic, environmental, psychological, pathological or audiological investigations.  

II.
POLICIES
A.
GENERAL RESPONSIBILITY.  

Awards are made to an Institution on behalf of a Grantee.  The Grantee Institution is obligated to administer the Research Fund Grants in accordance with regulations and policies now in effect governing Public Health Service Grants.  In accepting a research grant the Institution and the Principal Investigator are responsible for using Grant Funds for the purposes set forth above.  

Direct cost expenditures should follow the policies set forth by the Public Health Service.  The policy statement of the Public Health Service for Grants for research projects lists expenditures which are allowable and not allowable.  Indirect costs (overhead) will be allowed in an amount not to exceed 10% of direct costs.  The maximum award request is $55,000 per year (US dollars), including indirect costs, and is annually renewable.  Grants are available to physician or doctoral-level investigators in the United States and Canada only.  No funds may be requested or used for investigators' travel or salary except in unusual circumstances which must be justified by the investigator and approved by the Board of Trustees.

B.
CONDITIONS OF SUPPORT.
The project period is for one year with a beginning date of July 1.  A project period may be extended for another twelve months without additional funds if requested by the Principal Investigator and approved by the Executive Secretary and Chairman before the end of the project period.

To obtain continued support, an application must be submitted annually (postmarked by January 31) along with a progress report.  Each application, whether new or continuing, will compete with other submitted applications for funds available for the next project period.

A grant may be revoked or terminated by the Board of Trustees of the Research Fund at any time within the project period if it is determined that the Principal Investigator or the Grantee Institution has failed in a material respect to comply with the terms and conditions of the grant.

C.
PROJECT CHANGES. 

Changes in project methodology or approach are permissible if these changes expedite achievement of the project's research objective and are approved in writing by means of a letter from the Executive Secretary's office in response to a letter of request and explanation from the Principal Investigator.

When the Principal Investigator is to be absent for a period of three months or more, or wishes to withdraw from the project or to transfer to another institution, the Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Research Fund must be notified immediately.  Disposition of the grant will be determined by negotiation.

D.
PUBLICATION AND PUBLICITY.
Investigators are expected to make the results of their research promptly available to the scientific public.  Publicity regarding scientific results of a project must conform to the policies of the Grantee Institution, with proper acknowledgment of support by the Research Fund of the American Otological Society, Inc., who should be notified.  A copy of any published works should be sent to the Executive Secretary's office along with the Research Report.

E.
ACCOUNTING RECORDS AND AUDIT.  

Accounting records for the grant should be in accord with the Grantee Institution's accounting practices.  A year‑end report of expenditures must be completed to show the exact nature of expenditures for each project period, and submitted within four months after the end of the grant period (see F.1., below).

F.
REPORTS.  

1.
A Year‑End Financial Report (in US dollars) must be submitted within four months following the termination of the grant period (by October 31).  For audit purposes and to insure financial and research accountability, this year‑end report of expenditures must be completed for each one-year grant project period (July 1 - June 30) unless a renewal application has been submitted.

2.
A Research Report must also be submitted within four months following the end of the grant period (by October 31) unless a continuation grant application has been submitted.

G.
QUALIFICATION AND CRITERIA FOR REVIEW.  

A research proposal will qualify for review when it involves anatomical, physiological, biochemical, pharmacological, physical, genetic, environmental, psychological, pathological or audiological investigations, or other studies which are related in some way to Otosclerosis or Ménière's disease.  The proposal must be supported by a statement from the investigator as to how the research is related to otosclerosis or Ménière's disease and how the research may in the future contribute to amelioration of the consequences of otosclerosis or Ménière's disease.  (This statement is to be included under the Research Plan.)

H.
HUMAN SUBJECTS AND ANIMAL RESEARCH 
If the proposed research involves human subjects or vertebrate animals at any time, and does not qualify for a recognized exemption, the project must be reviewed and approved by the appropriate Institutional Review Board (IRB) and/or Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) of the applicant institution before an award can be issued.  Any changes in the proposed work required by an IRB or IACUC to secure approval must be submitted to the American Otological Society with the follow-up certification prior to review or after the work is in progress.

I:  FORMAT.  The American Otological Society uses an NIH-like application format for this grant program.  Specifically, PHS Form 398 is used and applicants are to follow those instructions unless it is a portion of the application that we have modified.  Applications must be submitted in this format to be considered.  The Principal Investigator’s name must appear on each page. 

J:  SIGNATURES.  The Principal Investigator (applicant), Department/Division Chairman, Mentor, and Institution Official are required to sign the original grant application.   The American Otological Society Clinician-Scientist Award is legally awarded to the institution with which the Principal Investigator is affiliated, not to the Investigator or his/her Division or Department.  For this reason, it is very important that applicants comply with their home institutions’ policies with regard to pre-submission processing of grant applications.  THIS CAN TAKE TIME, SO IT IS WISE TO PLAN AHEAD, ALLOWING ADEQUATE TIME FOR INSTITUTIONAL PROCESSING AND APPROVALS.  Applicants are advised to consult their institution’s office of research administration or sponsored projects for information on processing requirements for an application prior to its submission.

Applications must be received by January 31, 2012.  This deadline CANNOT be waived.  Please allow time to obtain necessary approvals and signatures.  Applications should be accompanied by a completed checklist affixed to the face page of the application.

Applications are reviewed by the Board of Trustees of the AOS Research Fund.  The Board of Trustees makes recommendations regarding funding to the AOS Council.  Final funding decisions are made by the AOS Council, which meets at the time of the COSM meeting typically in April or May.  Applicants are notified regarding a funding decision after the AOS Council has met.

The American Otological Society Research Fund accepts grant applications and reference letters electronically. Please prepare your application electronically with your preferred word-processor and after that convert the final document to a PDF file using Adobe Acrobat or the free Adobe Acrobat Reader.  Please submit your final application by email in the PDF format.  Reference letters may be electronically prepared and signed as PDF documents, or may be scanned as PDF documents, in order that they may be submitted as part of the grant application.  If your application is accepted, you will be required to submit the original signature documents and reference letters to the American Otological Society Administrative Office.
The grants and reference letters are to be submitted via email to Shirley Gossard, Administrator for the American Otological Society Research Fund, segossard@aol.com and to Dr. John Carey, Executive Secretary of the American Otological Society Research Fund, jcarey@jhmi.edu.  Deadline for submission is January 31, 2012, to be considered for funding the following July 1.
